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 JUST ‘KID’DING — Joni Real 

THE MISSIVE 
MIDLAND COMMUNITY CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE 

5700  JEFFERSON AVENUE 

 

 

Monday — Friday  
from 

10:00am—2:00pm 
Someone may be in the office at 
other times, but you can always  
call and leave a message on the 
answering machine and we will 
return your call.  

 

 

“So What Are You Getting for Christmas?”  Some how this is the 

most frequently heard question this time of year.  The city streets 

are full of crazy drivers.  The shopping plazas and the malls are full 

of crazy people.  (Me included!!)  What has happened to the 

“reason for the season”?   Have we, as Christians, bought into the 

world’s view of Christmas?  The “What am I getting for Christmas?”  

When the angel appeared to Mary and told her she was chosen by 

God to bring Jesus into the world, she was given a great gift of 

honor.   She didn’t ask for this gift, God chose her.  Jesus was given 

by the Father to us so that we could have salvation.  Jesus willing 

came...willing was born in very humble surroundings.  He willing 

gave His life on the cross for you and me so that we could have the 

gift of salvation.  He gave 

everything – HIMSELF!    

 

This Christmas let’s choose 

to be different from the 

world and let’s choose to 

follow Jesus and His 

example.  Instead of asking, 

“What are you getting for 

Christmas?”  the question 

we should be asking is, 

“What are you giving for 

Christmas?”  God wants 

YOU for Christmas! 
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WORD SEARCH 

Can you find all the 
following words hidden in 

the puzzle? 
 

Bethlehem 

Mary 

Joseph 

Shepherds 

Angels 

Manger 

Inn Keeper 

No Room in the Inn 

Star 

Christmas 

Silent Night 

Jesus 

Savior 

Christ the Lord 

Prince of Peace 

Glory 

Worship 

Stable 
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KIDS  CORNER 

Christmas 
Events 

Office Hours 

On Sunday, December 13th, 

the Evening Service will be “The 

Longest Night,” which will focus 

on ministering to those who are 

grieving.  Come listen to stories 

from people who have lost a 

loved one, and see how God 

used them to minister to others. 
 ><>  +  <><  +  ><>  +  <><   +  ><>  +  <><   

Sunday, December 20th will be 

the Christmas Program during 

our morning worship service.  It 

will feature a play written by our 

own Fred Kelly, and singing by 

the children.   

In the evening, the Sunday Night 

Live will be a Jazzy Nazzy 

Christmas.  This is semi-formal, 

so you may dress to the nines if 

you want!  This will be a time of 

fellowship & song as you enjoy 

hors d’oeuvres.  (You are to 

bring finger foods...think along 

the lines of a fancy party, where 

waitstaff take trays of appetizers 

around.  Need an idea of what to 

bring? Recipes are located at 

the Welcome Center)  Sign up 

at the Welcome Center! 
 ><>  +  <><  +  ><>  +  <><   +  ><>  +  <><   

Thursday, December 24th, we 

will have a Christmas Eve 

Service at 7:00 PM.  Invite your 

friends and neighbors and 

Come celebrate Jesus’ birth! 



Dorothy Pinner 
N.M.I. INTERNATIONAL—Jim Boyer 

     December is a time for service and 
thinking of others (actually, we should 
be doing this year round)…The Mc-
Naz-Y Momentum (NYI Youth Group) 
is working to help others. The youth 
group is giving of their time to spread 
some cheer by caroling downtown 
on two different Sundays: Dec 6 from 
1pm to 4pm and Dec 13 from Noon 
to 2pm.  If you want to join the youth, 
please contact Joni Real.   

In addition to caroling, the youth are 
raising funds for the mission trip to 
Chicago this summer.  On Dec 16th 
and Dec 17th from 4pm to 9pm the 
youth will be wrapping gifts at the 
Barnes & Noble store in the mall.  
Both these activities are a great way to 
build up ownership for the trip and help 
enable others to go on the mission trip.  
Please keep the youth in your prayers. 

Please remember that one of the 
most thoughtful gifts you can give 

this Christmas is your time.   

Do you know who this Sunday School 
Teacher is? (answer at the bottom of page) 

 

I have been a member of our church for 30 
years.  I had two children.  My favorite Bible verse 
is I Cor. 10:13 “No temptation has seized you 
except what is common to man.   And God is 
faithful; He will not let you be tempted beyond 
what you can bear. But when you are tempted, 
He will also provide a way out so that you can 
stand up under it.”  I was born on January 9th.  My 
favorite color is blue!  I enjoy visiting family and 
friends.  I work at being retired! J  I have been 
retired for 9 years.  My favorite vacation took 
place in 2001 when I traveled 8,000 miles by car 
for one month to 18 different states visiting 
friends along the way.  I teach an adult 

class.  WHO AM I? 

WHO AM I ? 

PRIME TIMERS & FRIENDS— 
Chet & Virge Thornton 

NYI—Ed Hamilton 

Our group has initiated a Prime Time Calling Program to call on 

our shut-ins.  Thanks to those joining the program, and those 

already calling ; Dorothy Pinner, Vern Wolfgang, Del and Ruth 

Lafevor, Jim Boyer, Pastor Jim and Marilyn Adams.  We know 

your calls and musical talents are appreciated!  

We enjoyed our resent visit with Dick  Beebe.  He still has a great 

sense of humor--God Bless You, Dick. 

          Chet and Virge 

  

       Addresses for the shut-ins. 
 

 Dick Beebe - Brittany Manor 

 Esther Call   - Riverside 

 Vi Fruendenmuth - Tendercare 

 Elsie Morse - Colonia Villa 

 Vernie Riggie - 4906 Sturgeon - her home 

 Cleo Schultz - Tendercare 

 Gary Spaulding - 3125 Beech - his temporary apartment 

 Bob Williams - 2106 Tennessee - his home 

 Betty Zahm - 3871 E. Monroe - her home      

Information Changes? 

Is it any Surprise? 

The Church of the Nazarene believes that Jesus commanded His disci-
ples to have a special relationship to the poor of this world. Nazarene 
Compassionate Ministries (NCM) responds to the physical and emotional 
needs of people, be it educational, health, hunger, micro enterprise op-
portunities, relief from man-made or natural disasters, and long term 
rebuilding needs.  The crisis care kits we put together are one way we 
participate in Nazarene Compassionate Ministries.  Log on to 
www.ncm.org  to learn more about the scope of NCM.   

WŜǎǳǎ ƘŀŘ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ōƭƛƴŘ ƳŜƴ ǿƘƻ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜΦ  άIŜ 
touched their eyes and immediately they received their sight and fol-
ƭƻǿŜŘ ƘƛƳΦέ  όaŀǘǘ нлΥопύ  IŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀŘ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿŘ ƻŦ ǇŜƻπ
ple who had been with him for three days and did not want to send 
them away hungry.  From seven loaves of bread and a few small fish he 
fed the multitudes. (Matt 15:32)   

God manifested his ultimate compassion to our world by sending His 
Son, Jesus (John 3:16). Is it any surprise that the month we celebrate the 
birth of Christ is the same the Church of the Nazarene emphasizes com-
ǇŀǎǎƛƻƴŀǘŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎΚ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ άŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŀ ƭƛŦŜǎǘȅƭŜΦέ   

ANSWER TO WHO AM I? 

When you have changes in your contact information, notify the church office!  
Just  fill out a Contact Information Update form at the Welcome Center or   
e-mail changes to   officesec@communitynazarene.org.   Thanks!  

As God has given to us, so are we to give to others...  

        The Women's Ministries and Prime Timers  are working 

together  in a combined effort to collect Food, Paper Products, 

and Cash gifts for several of our church families who have 

been impacted by the bad economy.  An area will be set up in 

the foyer in early December as a collection point.  Watch your 

Sunday bulletins for further details.   

Contact Chet or Virge Thornton if you have any questions.  

Annual Christmas Care Package Drive 

McNazy Momentum òthe official 

name for our youth groupó would like 

to thank all of you who contributed 

and/or purchased items during our 

recent Silent Auction and Bake Sale/

Auction.   We would like to thank Dr. 

DeMott for the great idea.   We 

would also like to thank all the mem-

bers of the Fellowship Committee for 

their hard work on the great Thanks-

giving Dinner.   Special thanks to 

Marc & Judy Thornton -Thurston for 

their help with set up, along with eve-

rything else Judy did for that 

day!!!   Many of us enjoyed her 

treats.   Also thank you to Elizabeth & 

Cathy Hamilton for keeping track of 

all the money for us!!   We earned 

over $750.00 towards our missions 

trip!!   THANK YOU FOR MAKING THIS 
SUCH A WONDERFUL SUCCESS!!!!  

http://www.ncm.org/
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   The Doctor is iné 

Christmas greetings from my family to yours.  What a wonderful season this is! 

As we celebrate the birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ, let’s allow His presence to fill our hearts 

and lives.  Perhaps then we will be a little less concerned about presents. 
 

The Christmas story is filled with references to light.  Jesus is the Light of the world … the light 

of Christmas fills our world … the Good News comes as the light of dawn.  These images 

teach us a great deal about how God works in our lives.  The light just goes everywhere.  It is 

reflected from one object to another and simply fills every room or home where it is allowed. 
 

In a similar way, Jesus seeks to fill every part of our lives.  His light reflects from us to friends 

and family and fills every relationship. 
 

My prayer for us all is that the Light of Christmas will shine on us and fill us this Christmas. 
 

Your Pastor, 

              Harold DeMott 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
I recently read Rick Warren’s book, “The Purpose of Christmas.”  He asked people what the purpose of 
Christmas was, and most of the responses had nothing to do with Jesus or His birth!  No wonder people 
feel so empty and alone.  They are attempting to fill the “void” in their lives with the wrong things...the “if 
onlys.”  If only I found the perfect mate; if only I got that promotion; if only I lived in a bigger house; if only I 
had a more beautiful face/body; if only _________ (you fill in the blank), then my life would be so much 
better!  “Constantly worrying about what other people think about you is a dangerous trap.  It will rob you of 
confidence, limit your potential, drain your energy, and keep you from becoming all God intends for you to 

be.” (p. 53)  People don’t realize that only a relationship with Jesus can fill that empty void.  

 

You don’t have to earn God’s approval.  You can’t earn your way into heaven by doing good things.  You 
can’t be saved until you give up trying to save yourself.  It’s not what you do, but in Whom you trust, that 
will get you into heaven.  Salvation is not a matter of trying hard, it is a matter of trusting God and His 

grace.  (God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense)  His love is not based on your conduct.  (that’s good news!) 

 

So, what’s the purpose of Christmas?  Jesus was born!  He came as a human to model for us the kind of 
life that pleases God.  He paid for each and every sin we commit by dying on the cross.  Then He proved 

He was God by coming back to life...That’s the Good News...That’s the purpose of Christmas.   

 


