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| realize of lot of these ideas are probably already being used in your home, but with the new school year underway | felt they would
still be great reminders. Anything to help eliminate stress from our home life and to help our children feel less stressed about school
and homework too!

BACK TO SCHOOL - Ten Ways to Help Your Child Get Organized

Use checklists.
Help your child get into the habit of keeping a "to-do" list. Use checklists to post assignments, household chores, and
reminders about what materials to bring to class. Your child should keep a small pad or notebook dedicated to listing
homework assignments. Crossing completed items off the list will give him a sense of accomplishment.

Organize homework assignments.
Before beginning a homework session, encourage your child to number assignments in the order in which they should be
done. She should start with one that's not too long or difficult, but avoid saving the longest or hardest assignments for last.

Designate a study space.
Your child should study in the same place every night. This doesn't have to be a bedroom, but it should be a quiet place with
few distractions. All school supplies and materials should be nearby. If your young child wants to study with you nearby, too,
you'll be better able to monitor his progress and encourage good study habits.

Set a designated study time.
Your child should know that a certain time every day is reserved for studying and doing homework. The best time is usually not
right after school — most children benefit from time to unwind first. Include your child in making this decision. Even if she
doesn't have homework, the reserved time should be used to review the day's lessons, read for pleasure, or work on an
upcoming project.

Keep organized notebooks.
Help your child keep track of papers by organizing them in a binder or notebook. This will help him review the material for each
day's classes and to organize the material later to prepare for tests and quizzes. Use dividers to separate class notes, or color-
code notebooks. Separate "to do" and "done" folders help organize worksheets, notices, and items to be signed by parents, as
well as provide a central place to store completed assignments.

Conduct a weekly cleanup.
Encourage your child to sort through book bags and notebooks on a weekly basis. Old tests and papers should be organized
and kept in a separate file at home.

Create a household schedule.
Try to establish and stick to a regular dinnertime and a regular bedtime. This will help your child fall into a pattern at home.
Children with a regular bedtime go to school well-rested. Try to limit television-watching and computer play to specific periods
of time during the day.

Keep a master calendar.
Keep a large, wall-sized calendar for the household, listing the family's commitments, schedules for extracurricular activities,
days off from school, and major events at home, at school and at church. Note dates when your child has big exams or due
dates for projects. This will help family members keep track of each other's activities and avoid scheduling conflicts.

Prepare for the day ahead.
Before your child goes to bed, he should pack schoolwork and books in a book bag. The next day's clothes should be laid out
with shoes, socks, and accessories. This will cut down on morning confusion and allow your child to prepare quickly for the
day ahead.

Provide needed support while your child is learning to become more organized.
Help your child develop organizational skills by photocopying checklists and schedules and taping them to the refrigerator.
Gently remind her about filling in calendar dates and keeping papers and materials organized. Most important, set a good
example.

Adapted from "Tips for Developing Organizational Skills in Children" by the Coordinated Campaign for Learning Disabilities (CCLD).
Call 1-888-478-6463 for important resources and information about learning disabilities.
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Grief Share
Support
Group

Grief Share, a grief recovery
support group, will be starting
at Community Nazarene on
Monday, October 5th. The
class will continue to meet on
Monday evenings at 7:00pm
for 13 weeks, ending in early
January.

Grief Share has thousands of
groups around the world. The
DVD presentations are very
encouraging. If you, or
someone you know, would like
to become part of this group,
please contact Jan Fryman at
garyfryman@chartermi.net or
631-1789.

Cottage
Prayer

This is not your typical prayer
meeting, where you pray for all
the requests that people bring.
Cottage Prayer is a collective
prayer time that focuses on
ONE specific theme/request
that everyone prays about. Itis
held on Thursday evenings at
7:00pm in a different house
each week.

Office Hours

Monday — Friday
from
10:00am—2:00pm
Someone may be in the office

at other times, too. You can
always leave a message on the
answering machine and some-
one will return your call.



http://life.familyeducation.com/go/http/ldonline.org/ccldinfo/
mailto:garyfryman@chartermi.net

N.M.I. INTERNATIONAL—]im Boyer

Mission Priority One

Each local Nazarene church is encouraged to support missions
through prayer, faithful giving, and involving adults, youth and chil-
dren in missionary education or services. Specific goals have
been given to meet these objectives and those churches who
achieve the goals are awarded with “Mission Priority One” status.

| am pleased that with your cooperation our church has received
this recognition for many years, and your wonderful participation in
missions makes it a joy to serve on the NMI council.

Prayer cannot be emphasized enough. | have found it much eas-
ier to pray for missions over the years by reading the missionary
books, attending services where there are missionaries speaking,
through our missionary adult education presentations, and the
prayer mobilization line. The prayer mobilization line may not be
familiar to you. It provides up to date news and prayer requests
regarding missions and missionaries. You can subscribe to this via
email by logging on to http:/www.nazarenemissions.org/
pmlisubscribe.aspx

Thanks again for your support over the years and keeping us
“Mission Priority One”

PS. Our alabaster offering was $358.24! Way to go, everyone.

NYI—Ed Hamilton

Our first fund raiser of the year will be a pop can drive on Saturday, October
10th. Meet at the church at 9:45am so that we can divide up into groups and get
our neighborhood assignments. Eat prior to coming because we will be knocking
on doors from 10-2. Money earned throughout the year will be used for a
summer mission trip to the Chicago area, as well as a flat screen TV for the youth
room. More information on the mission trip to Chicago will be coming, once the
details have been finalized.

Other October events:

Friday, October 23rd—Fifth Quarter Event after the Midland/Dow Football
Game—more details coming soon

Thursday, October 29th—Matthew West Concert at the Christian Celebration
Center at 7:00pm. Tickets are $10.00 if you get your money to Joni by Sunday,
Oct. 18th. Otherwise you can purchase your ticket at the door for $15.00.

Long Term Event: Work and Witness Mission Trip to East Chicago next
summer with Pastor Cesar Alberto Guang.

Just in case you missed the parent meeting - check these out:

PARENT/YOUTH RESOURCES:

Pluggedinonline.come — reviews movies, videos, video games and a lot more.
Youthministry.com — click on culture

Susiemag.com — for teen girls

Credomag.com - from Nazarene Publishing House

Devozine.org — devotions for teens/by teens

Realworldparents.com — great newsletter for parents (NEW since the meeting)
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McNaZ -Y (Midland Community Nazarene-Youth) ¢ Momentum
Youth Group is off and running — We have come up with a name for our youth
group it is “Momentum” and is very cleverly designed by Zach Thurston. Stop by
the youth room and see a rendering of this. “Momentum” represents our
movement toward God in this fast-paced life we all live. A gentle reminder that
each time we meet is to draw or move us closer to God.

On Sunday evenings we are studying TEENS VS. PARENTS. This includes
“The Myth of a Perfect Family”, “Living up to Expectations”, “Authority &
Rebellion” and “Friend or Foe?” This series will conclude with a game night of
teens versus parents. Stay tuned for more details for this in November.

On Wednesdays, we are studying Friendship Evangelism which is the first part
of our HA.B.I.T.S . course.

PRIME TIMERS & FRIENDS
—Chet & Virge Thornton

Fall Color Tour—Come enjoy a great
time of fellowship, as we delight in God’s
beauty of the season. We'll meet here
at the church at Noon, and we’ll carpool
up to West Branch, stopping to eat at
the Willow Tree Restaurant around
1:30pm.

KIWANIS FILM SEASON TICKETS—
I's not too late to purchase your Season
Tickets for the upcoming Kiwanis Film
Season. They are $25.00 for the six
programs (an $11.00 savings over
purchasing individual tickets). You may
purchase season tickets from Paul
Walker or any Kiwanis member, or at the
Midland Center for the Arts. These must
be purchased prior to October 27th.

The first Kiwanis Film, “Etched in Stone:
Scotland Provence” by Monty Brown is
on October 27th. Doors open at
7:00pm; film starts at 7:30 PM.

MUSICIANS NEEDED

Do you play a musical instrument?
Would you like to use that talent for
worshiping the Lord? The Worship
Team is looking for more participants,
specifically a pianist to play at the
services. A lead guitarist would be nice
also. Please contact Joni Real if you are
interested in becoming part of the
Worship Team.

REVIVAL SERVICES

P—4—15—M—4—-28—D
Invite your friends, family, and neighbors
to come and be revived in their faith!

“Are you troubled that we trivialize
grace? Encouraging others to serve the
Lord out of selfishness, seeking a solu-
tion rather than The Savior? The love
motive can transform that. Real revival
can and does happen when God’s elect
heed the call to continued obedience
and are freed from self-centered focus.”

These are words from our revival
speaker, Larry Leckrone. Larry also
suggests that, as a congregation, we
need to be in prayer about the upcoming
revival services. Won'’t you join others in
P-4-15-M-4-28-D? (Praying for 15 min-
utes for 28 days)

Sunday, October 25th at 6:00 pm

Mon. Oct. 26--Wed. Oct.28 at 7:00 pm

M.O0.M. (Moms on a Mission) Group will meet
the second Friday of each month from 7:00-
8:30 PM. We'll be learning strategies to raise
our children according to God's Word,
supporting each other, and fellowshipping in
the body of Christ. Questions? Contact Amy
Kelly.
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There is an old saying, “Give a man a fish, and you feed him for a day. Teach him to fish, and you feed him for a
lifetime.” Over the course of the year, the office receives many phone calls from people needing assistance with bills.
With winter just around the corner, and Christmas approaching quickly, I'm sure the calls will increase. My heart goes
out to those who are struggling to make ends meet, so | would like to share some of my parents’ wisdom with you...in
hopes that | can help keep someone fed for a lifetime.

The Golden rules...Personal finances isn't about how much money you make, it's about the choices you make.
Give 10% to God first—Tithing is important. When the monthly paycheck gets deposited, the first four (or 5
depending on the month) checks are written out to the church. We put our trust in God to meet our financial
needs for the rest of the month, as long as we are good stewards with our money.

Consolidate trips—plan to run errands together. This not only saves gas (which by the way is cheaper to buy
mid-week) but also time...especially for those of you who live out of town.

Differentiate between a “want” and a “need”—a want is something that would be nice to have; a need is the
basic necessities required to get along in life. There are a lot of things that | may want, but don't really need.
Clip coupons—a pain to do, but the savings add up! Also see the coupon website that's listed at the end.

Shop the sales—plan meals around the sale ads for groceries and stock up on items you could use before their
expiration dates. This may include going to different stores (on the same outing) that have specific items you
need on sale. (sale on food is normally on a 12 week cycle) Also, buy clothing at the end of the season sales; at
discount stores; garage sales; or resale shops, but stick to a list to avoid impulse buying.

Stick to the list—make the grocery list (using the ads from the paper; coupons you have) and only buy what is
on the list. Same applies to clothes shopping...this helps avoid impulse buying, too.

Three day rule to avoid impulse buying—if | saw something that | thought | just had to have, | would have to wait
three days before purchasing it. Most of the time, the desire would be gone.

Track where all money is spent for several months—another pain to do, but this was a big eye opener for me.

| was surprised to find out it was all the “little” things, which really added up, that ate away the paycheck!

Pay your Credit Card in full each month—If you find yourself spending more than you make in a month, don’t
use credit cards—interest fees are outrageous!

On the internet, I've found other ways to cut back on spending:
Get rid of long distance on the phone—use a phone card instead (3 cents a minute from Sam’s Club; 5 cents
a minute at WalMart); or it may be even cheaper on your cell phone plan, if you have one.
Get rid of the extra cable channels—this also helps you use your time more constructively!
Rent movies when they are released instead of seeing them in the theater—big savings here!
Eat at home—eating out may be convenient, but you are paying a lot of money to do it.
Comparison shop—can you “get the same for less” by not purchasing a brand name product?
Don’t buy things you don’t need—This is a big one! Keep a list of things you would like to have and your
family can use that for birthday/Christmas suggestions. It keeps your house less cluttered, too.
Don’t overdo it at holidays/birthdays—set a limit to the amount of money you can afford to spend and stick to
that amount! Save a little at a time, over several months, for those special occasions
Think ahead—Purchase things over the course of several months for that big family gathering.
Drink more water—it’s not only good for your heatlh, it's cheaper than coffee or soda!

Check out other money saving ideas at www.thesimpledollar.com and www.doughroller.net/smart-spending/51
-painless-money-saving-tips. And coupon website: www.couponalbum.com/new_coupons_2.htm
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